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REMARKS 

Claims 6-8 remain in this application. Claims 1-5 and 9-13 have been canceled. 

I. Rejections under 35 U.S.C. S112 

Claims 2-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 12, second paragraph as allegedly 
being indefinite. As noted above, claims 2-5 have been canceled. 

II. Reiection under 35 U.S.C. S 103 

Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly obvious over U.S. 
Patent No. 5,994,530 (Posey-Dowty). As noted above, claims 1-5 have been canceled. 

III. Allowed Claims 6-13 

While claims 6-13 have been allowed, applicants note that in the Examiner's 
comments, the reasoning for allowance was stated to be "because the prior art does not 
teach a composition that contains cellulose ester and sulfonate containing linear 
polyester. . . ." Applicants have requested cancellation of allowed claims 9-1 3 (thus 
leaving only allowed claims 6-8 in this application), because these claims do not contain 
the sulfopolyester component and in some cases referred to rejected (now canceled) 
claims for the definition of the compositions. Accordingly, insofar as it appears that the 
allowance of claims 9-13 was not intended, applicants request cancellation of such 
claims. Finally, applicants request amendment in claim 6 to conrect a clerical error— 
the word "estert" was corrected to read "ester". 
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IV. Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement 

Applicants also enclose a Supplemental Infonnation Disclosure Statement which 
contains a copy of an office action in copending application U.S. Serial No. 10/114,353, 
assigned to Examiner Sharon Lee Howard in art unit 1615. 

In summary, applicants request entry of the above amendments, consideration of 
the remarks and passage of the application to issuance. A petition for a three month 
extension of time is enclosed. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Application of: 

Oldfield et al. 

Serial No.: 10/054,082 Group Art Unit: 1615 

Filed: January 22, 2002 Examiner: Blessing M. Fubara 

P HAIR GROOMING FORMULATIONS AND METHODS FOR THE USE 

THEREOF 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

TRANSMITTAL OF INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 CFR 1.97(cK2) 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1 .56, the document listed on the attached Information 
Disclosure Statement by Applicant is being brought to the attention of the Examiner for 
consideration in connection with the examination of the above-identified patent 
application. A copy of the cited document is enclosed. In this regard, applicants wish to 
advise the Examiner of the existence of copending application U.S. Serial No. 
10/114,353, entitled COSMETIC COATING COMPOSITION COMPRISING 
CARBOXYALKYL CELLULOSE ESTER, assigned to Examiner Sharon Lee Howard in 
art unit 1615. The document on the attached sheet is an office action in U.S. Serial No. 
1 0/1 1 4,353, which was mailed on October 22, 2003. 

Applicant elects the option to pay the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(p) for 
submission of an Infomnation Disclosure Statement under §1 .97(c). Please charge 
Deposit Account No. 05-0221 in the amount of $180.00. The Commissioner is hereby 
authorized to charge any additional fees under 37 CFR 1.17 which may be required by 
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this paper or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 05-0221. A duplicate copy 
of this paper is attached. 
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Period for Reply —....-...ua™,, a^^^rs on me cover sneet with me correspondence address - 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. ~ 

" Sjirslr/firLXTHlV^^^^ ^''^ "° ™y 3 ^«P'y be timely filed 

alter bix (6) MONTHS frotn the mailing date of this communication ' <■ , j ^ 

' u ^^'^M '^'".^ ^"^"^ !f"r """^ '^"^ "^^y*' ^ '^P'y 'fie s»a'"'°'y of thirty (30) days will be considered timelv 

- If NO penod for rep^y n specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from me ma^lina d^e o^^^ 

- FaihiiB to reply wifhin ttie set or extended period tor reply will, by statute, cause Uie applicaton to bewme ABANDONED (^ IJ^^ communicetion. 

■ e'T^ai^n^tttSira^^p'^RTrr^^^^^ 
Status 

1 )EI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 10/4/02.4/10/03 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)|EI This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD 11 453 O G 213 

Disposition of Claims ' ' • v^. 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-11 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above clalm(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s)ii/1 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to.. 

8) n Claim{s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

. 10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

1 !)□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, con-ected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application), 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

1 5) U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 
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Claims 1-11 are pending. 



Examiner acl^nowledges receipt of IDS filed on 10/4/02 and 4/10/03. 



DETAILED ACTION 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth In this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though thgjnvention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention vtras made. 

Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as^being unpatentable over 
Allen et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,792.856). 

Allen teaches a waterborne coating composition comprising about 0.1 to about 
50 weight percent of carboxymethylcellulose (CMC) esters consisting of CMC acetate 
butyrate and CMC propionate, wherein the esters which are partially neutralized, are 
partially neutralized with 2-amino-2-methyl-1-propanol (col.9, line 40). said composition 
is dissolved in a solvent mixture such as methanol, ethanol, 2-butanone, ethylene glycol 
monopropyl ether and ethylene glycol monobutyl ether and dispersed in water (see 
abstract, col.8, lines 7-67, bridging col.9, lines 1-40), wherein said esters are known in 
the art to be useful as binders (see abstract and col.2. lines 66-67, col.3. lines 1-11). 
Allen teaches about 0.1 to about 50 weight percent (col.8, lines 7 et seq) of the coating 
composition. 
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Art Unit: 1615 

Allen teaches a process for preparing the said coating composition and that the 
composition is known to be applied to solid substrates, as well other substrates (col.10. 
lines 13-22). 

One having ordinary skill In the art would have been motivated to prepare the 
composition of Allen, which is known for its art-recognized use for coating a substrate. 

It would have been obvious therefore, to one to one of ordinary skill, in the art at 
time the invention was made to use the teachings of Allen. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sharon L. Howard whose telephone number is (703) 
308-4359. The examiner can nonmally be reached on 9:00am - 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Thurman K. Page can be reached on (703) 308-2927. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
1234. 

n f r 'I^Qm'. SUPER^f<Q«,. , 

October 1 7. 20U J TCCHNOLGGY tBITER 1600 
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